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TO OUR STAKEHOLDERS 
2020 was a year packed full of unforeseen challenges for the Mercer County Health District 

staff.  What began as an opportunity to regroup after a challenging transition in leadership 

and staff during 2019 quickly took a turn as the COVID-19 pandemic began to emerge in 

March.  Our team was suddenly expected to learn new information about a new health threat 

on the fly so we could provide accurate information to Mercer County residents in a time when 

there were more questions than answers.  As the year progressed, we found ourselves 

issuing isolation and quarantine orders and working to enforce many unprecedented 

mandates intended to curb the spread of COVID-19.  At the end of 2020, we were finally able 

to begin the long-anticipated vaccination process. 

 

Through all of the challenges, our staff has remained committed to doing our very best to 

serve the citizens of Mercer County, both through our pandemic response and our routine 

services and activities.  As always, we appreciate your support! 

  

Sincerely, 

The Mercer County Health District Team 
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14 Townships, 
$174,278, 59%8 Corporations, 

$56,212, 19%

Celina,  $65,010, 
22%

MCHD OPERATING BUDGET  
 

The Mercer County Health District’s Fiscal Specialist is responsible for accounting, budget, 
accounts payable, and purchasing. The department also provides a variety of financial, 

reporting, and decision support services to management staff. The annual budget for Mercer 
County Health District is just over $2.7 million and the main revenue stream is from services 

offered to the community as well as Federal, State and County/Local dollars and grants. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

❖ The 2020 Year-End Annual Financial Report was submitted to the State Auditor and will be 
submitted to the Ohio Department of Health according to ORC Guidelines by the March 1 

Deadline (Deadline extended to June 1 due to time demands of COVID-19 response)❖ 
 

 

2021 Estimated Budget 

 

    

 

                $295,500  
    

                                                            Used to Fund:  

 

 

  

  
  

$2,786,668 $2,294,131 

Political Subdivisions 2021  Contributions  
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        Amounts to be withheld from political subdivisions 

 for Health Department Services  
  Percent Total   

  of Total To Be 21-Feb 21-Aug 

  Valuation Valuation Withheld Settlement Settlement 

      
Townships      

      
Blackcreek 29,418,350 0.030749 7,087.39 3,543.69 3,543.69 

Butler 65,004,140 0.067945 15,660.62 7,830.31 7,830.31 

Center 40,367,380 0.042194 9,725.20 4,862.60 4,862.60 

Dublin 39,997,300 0.038671 9,913.29 4,456.65 4,456.65 

Franklin 80,258,730 0.083890 19,335.71 9,667.85 9,667.85 

Gibson 34,462,580 0.036022 8,302.63 4,151.32 4,151.32 

Granville 60,068,900 0.062786 14,471.63 7,235.82 7,235.82 

Hopewell 45,216,850 0.047262 10,893.52 5,446.76 5,446.76 

Jefferson 89,291,480 0.093331 21,511.86 10,755.93 10,755.93 

Liberty 35,157,450 0.036748 8,470.04 4,235.02 4,235.02 

Marion 92,207,490 0.096379 22,214.38 11,107.19 11,107.19 

Recovery 41,800,310 0.043691 10,070.42 5,035.21 5,035.21 

Union 29,601,380 0.030941 7,131.48 3,565.74 3,565.74 

Washington 43,541,390 0.045511 10,489.87 5,244.93 5,244.93 

      
Total 
Townships 

723,393,730 
 

174,278.04 87,139.02 87,139.02 

      
Corporations      

       
Burkettsville 3,258,290 0.003406 784.98 392.49 392.49 

Chickasaw 8,207,690 0.008579 1,977.37 988.68 988.68 

Coldwater 100,153,790 0.104685 24,128.78 12,064.39 12,064.39 

Ft Recovery 29,171,890 0.030492 7,028.01 3,514.01 3,514.01 

Mendon 6,087,120 0.006362 1,466.49 733.25 733.24 

Montezuma 2,762,120 0.002887 665.44 332.72 332.72 

Rockford 14,147,190 0.014787 3,408.30 1,704.15 1,704.15 

St Henry 69,536,690 0.072682 16,752.59 8,376.29 8,376.29 

      

Total Corps 233,324,780  56,211.96 28,105.98 28,105.97 

      

Total Corp/Twp 956,718,510 1.000000 230,490 115,245.00 115,244.99 

      

Celina City 22% 167,365,020  65,010.00 32,505.00 32,505.00 

      

Grand Total 1,124,083,530  295,500 147,750 147,750 
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$1.77           
Million                      
Total 

Personnel
62%

Supplies
27%

Contract Services
3%

Intergovernmental
8%

$1.88      

Million        
Total 

Grants
25%

Fees and Charges
57%

Local Support
16%

Contract Services
2%Revenue

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2020 
  

❖ The carryover balance into 2020 was $720,068.97 ❖ 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 

   

  

    

 

 

      

  

    

   

   

 
 

    

 

  
 
 

2020 Expenditures 

Personnel $1,100,840 

Materials/Supplies $472,566  

Contract Serv. & Fees $57,776 

Intergovernmental $142,483 

Total $1,773,655 

2020 Revenue 

Grants $466,234 

Fees and Charges $1,085,132 

Contract Services $34,930 

Local Support $295,500 

Total $1,881,796 

Expenditures 
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2020 VITAL STATISTICS  
 

❖ 2,161 Certified Birth Certificates  

❖ 1,550 Certified Death Certificates 

❖ 113 Burial Permits Issued 

❖ 8 Home Births 

❖ 3 Fetal Deaths 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY # OF BIRTHS PERCENT 

MERCER 310 85.64% 

AUGLAIZE 15 4.14% 

DARKE 24 6.63% 

JAY CO, IN 7 1.93% 

VAN WERT 3 0.83% 

SHELBY 1 0.28% 

MIAMI 1 0.28% 

Fairfield, CT 1 0.28% 

 

Mortality Report for 2020 

 

Statistical information related to the primary cause of death filed in 2020 and occurring in 

Mercer County, Ohio. 

 

Malignant Neoplasms………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......54 

Myocardial Infarction & Heart Disease..…………………………………………………………………………………………..149 

Pulmonary Embolism…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…7 

CVA Disease…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..19 

Diabetes Mellitus……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..3 

Alzheimer’s/Dementia………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….14 

COPD………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…2 

Congestive Heart Failure……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………16 

Pneumonia & Aspiration…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….13 

Renal…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….7 

184 

Females 

178     

Males 

  362 Births 
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Sepsis…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..7 

Parkinson’s Disease……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….5 

Chronic Liver Disease & Cirrhosis…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..4 

Respiratory…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………16 

Arteriosclerosis………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..15 

Accidents…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….18 

Suicide………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….5 

Other Causes…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..22 

Total Deaths Filed in 2020……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..414 

 

 

 

Type of Cancer with Malignant Neoplasms being the Leading Cause of Death: 

 

Lung – 10       Bladder – 3 

Pancreatic – 5      Bone - 1 

Breast – 1       Leukemia – 2 

Skin – 1       Liver – 3 

Colon – 3       Anal - 1 

Prostate – 2      Endometrial – 1 

Throat – 1       Brain – 3 

Esophageal – 1      Others - 16 

    

TOP 5 LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH 

1.  Myocardial Infarction & Heart Disease 

2.  Malignant Neoplasms 

3.  CVA Disease 

4.  Accidents 

5.  CHF & Respiratory Failure 

 

DEATHS RULED AS ACCIDENTAL:  18 

Motor Vehicle – 4 

ATV – 2 

Jet Ski – 1 

House Explosion – 1 

Drowning – 1 

Fall – 2 

Multiple Drug Intoxication – 6 

Hanging - 1 

 

DEATHS RULED AS SUICIDE:  5 

 

HOMICIDE:  1 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  
2020 Summary of Prominent Activities 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought with it many responsibilities for the 

Environmental Division which had never before been in our wheelhouse.  As 

each public health order was rolled out by the State, EH staff were 

scrambling to learn how to apply those guidelines to the affected entities in a 

consistent and fair manner.  Never before were we faced with interpreting which 

businesses are “essential” or “non-essential”.  To say the least, it was a stressful time!  From the time 

COVID came on the scene in March 2020, to the time of writing this report, (March 2021) the 

Environmental Staff logged 3,287 hours on a variety of activities which ranged from answering 

numerous phone calls with questions from the public regarding the various State orders; guiding our 

regulated community through the re-opening process with helping in understanding the associated 

guidelines for re-opening; performing inspections of complaints regarding the State orders and the 

associated documentation; assisting the clinical staff with contact tracing; and assisting the clinical 

staff with the vaccination clinics.  Another consequence of the pandemic, early on, was that we were 

asked to work from home as much as possible.  With our profession, in which the majority of our work 

requires us to be “in the field” interacting with the public, that was a difficult prospect.  However, we 

utilized that time to work on a permit inventory project that had been on the back burner for quite some 

time.  Through the hours that staff were working from home, files were taken with them for electronic 

input, via the Mercer County Virtual Desktop system, which allowed us to have access to our work 

computers via the internet from home.  We are very happy to report that our entire permit inventory 

(water well permits and septic system permits) have been logged and matched with current property 

addresses, and filed appropriately.  This has allowed us to pull those permit records quickly and 

easily, within seconds, upon request from a member of the public.  In the past, that process could take 

hours, due to having to page through permit indexes that were filed communally by township – not by 

the individual property address.  As the pandemic progressed forward, it was determined that EH staff 

could return to in-office work, and gradually our normal services were restored.  The food service 

operation inspections had been suspended during the months of March, April and part of May.  We 

are proud to say that we were able to get caught up, and back on track with those routine inspections 

by early fall, and all facilities (except for long term care facilities) were inspected at their minimum 

required frequency.   Other programs including the sewage treatment, water systems, solid waste 

facilities, parks & camps, swimming pool inspections, body art, animal bite surveillance, and nuisance 

investigations have been kept functional with all requested inspections or sampling provided.   

Environmental Staff include:  Ben Hickerson, SIT (food program specialist); Chris Miller, RS (sewage 

program specialist); Corrie Holthaus, RS (water systems, solid waste, parks & camps specialist); and 

Michelle Kimmel, RS (Director, and “floater” doing all programs where needed!).   
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• Household Sewage Treatment Program 

As a result of the aforementioned completion of the inventory of sewage system permits, the progress 

on our Operation & Maintenance (O&M) Plan moved forward more quickly than we had initially 

projected.  The O&M plan was required by the State for every 

county to have a determination as to how and when all existing 

septic systems in the county would be covered by an operating 

permit and oversight going forward with the maintenance of that 

system (i.e. regular cleaning of the septic tank and checking for 

problems with the treatment system).  The first step in our plan 

was to get an idea of how many systems in the county were 

already documented with an installation permit.  After that we 

were to move forward with contacting the undocumented 

system owners to get them into the O&M program.  We are at that point presently, in which we now 

can identify the undocumented systems.  The contacts for these property owners will be done in a 

phased process, according to the geographical areas of distressed watersheds.  As we looked at our 

local sewage treatment regulation, we saw that a few minor clarifications in language were needed, as 

well as an addition to the O&M program for non-electric households utilizing privies, or outhouses, for 

their sewage containment.  As of the time of the writing of this report, we are progressing through the 

rule amendment process to incorporate these changes and additions, with a proposed effective date 

of May 1, 2021.   

                                                                             

 

134 Water Tests/ Inspections          35 Camps & Parks 

33 Pool/Spas         82 Environmental Complaints     

63 Animal Bites           169 Sewage System     31 Solid Waste 

         FOOD OPERATIONS  

 

456          

INSPECTIONS & INVESTIGATIONS 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE DIVISION 
2020 was an extremely busy year for the Health Department and especially for the 

Emergency Response Division. The year was focused on preparing for and responding to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. Overall, our primary activities included public information, consulting 

with businesses, schools, and industries on compliance with the orders, contact tracing, and 

vaccination planning.  

Major MCHD COVID-19 Response Activities: 

• January 2020: MCHD began to monitor the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). The 

outbreak originally started in Wuhan City, China in late December 2019. Response 

activities included weekly conference calls with the Ohio Department of Health (ODH). 

• March 9, 2020: MCHD Incident Command System (ICS) activation level was increased 

to situation awareness & monitoring. 

• March 11, 2020: MCHD monitored a person under investigation (PUI). 

• March 16, 2020: MCHD ICS level was increased to full activation and the Department 

Operations Center (DOC) was opened. 

• March 19, 2020: MCHD opened a COVID-19 Call Center 

• March 24, 2020: MCHD reported our first confirmed COVID-19 case in Mercer County. 

• December 2020: MCHD began planning for the COVID-19 vaccine clinics 

• December 30, 2020: MCHD held first COVID-19 vaccine clinic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MRC Volunteers played a vital role in supporting MCHD with our COVID-19 response 

activities. The Volunteers assisted with the call center, contact tracing, 

and the COVID-19 vaccine clinics.  
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2,351 Flu Shots Administered 

452  High Dose Administered – 65 years & older 
166   Flublok Administered 

HEALTH SERVICES:  

Immunizations 

10,784 Vaccines Administered Protecting Against 19 Life Threatening Diseases 
Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis A, Haemophilus, Pneumococcal, Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella, chickenpox, Shingles, Influenza, Rotavirus, Polio, Meningococcal ACWY, Meningococcal B 
and Human Papillomavirus. New on 12-30-2020, the MCHD started administering the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

 

 

On 12-30-2020, the MCHD vaccinated 142 Healthcare 

workers and emergency responders with the Moderna 

COVID-19 vaccine.   

 

 

 
 

2,494 Children Vaccinated               1,755 Adults Vaccinated prior to COVID vaccines     

1,582 63% had Private Health Insurance         6% Federally Funded Adult Vaccine Program 

   912 37% were Eligible for VFC         94% Health Insurance - MCHD Purchased Vaccine   

               738 81% - Medicaid     

            165 18% - Not Insured         
                9   1% - Underinsured                  

 

Flu Vaccine          
 

 

High dose is now quadrivalent protecting against 4 strains of 

influenza. High dose has 4 times the antigen of a standard 

flu vaccine. 

Flublok is an egg free influenza vaccine, licensed for 18 

years and older. Flublok has protection against 4 strains of 

influenza with 3 times the antigen.  

 

 

Year MCHD  

Purchased Vaccine 

Federally Funded  

Vaccine 

Total Vaccines 

Administered 

2020   6,779 4,005 10,784 

2019 10,409 4,713 15,122 

2018 11,633 4,521 16,154 

Preventing Illness, Promoting Healthy Living 

*Underinsured is defined as the client who has insurance but it does not cover vaccine    
  Cost.  Vaccine cost that goes toward a deductible is not considered underinsured.                  
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MCHD Purchased Vaccine Reimbursement 

The total received from the insurance and personal reimbursement $542,364.63 

The total vaccine cost $464,427.58 

The payment over cost of Purchased vaccine $77,937.05 

*Please note that the above financial information will change as additional 2020 payments arrive. 
 

School Contracts 
In 2020, MCHD maintained school contracts with Fort Recovery and St. Henry Schools for 
hearing and vision screening. However, the contracts were adjusted to extend through 6-30-
2021 due to COVID limitations. The new contracts will begin 7-1-2021 through 6-30-2022. 
High School 9th and 11th grade will be screening in the up coming weeks and are not included 
in the numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

432 persons screened – 21 referrals              431 persons screened – 33 referrals 

  21 Bus drivers were screened for hearing       35 Bus drivers were screened for hearing 

 

In person Community Outreach was postponed in 2020. 
However the same messages were stressed on the radio, website, facebook, 

and in the newspaper. 

 
• Wash Hands 

• Cover Coughs 

• Stay Home                             
when ill 

• Avoid touching 
mouth, nose, eyes         

• Get vaccinated 

New in 2020 
• Wear a Mask to 
protect others and 
yourself. 
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Child Passenger Safety 
Ohio Buckles Buckeyes is a cooperative program 

between the ODH, Evenflo, and SafeKids. The 

money to obtain convertible and booster seats is 

generated from traffic seat violations. MCHD has 2 

Child Passenger Safety Technicians that educated 

parents and distributed 45 child passenger seats in 

2020 with the help of Help Me Grow technicians. 

 

Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Lead can damage nearly every system in the human body, and has harmful effects on both 

adults and children. It is a serious environmental public health threat to children in Ohio.  

The Ohio Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (OHHLPPP) addresses 

the needs of lead-poisoned children from birth through 6 years. The program assists family 

members, medical care providers and other community members to reduce and prevent lead 

poisoning.  Children under the age of 3 years are at greatest risk for lead poisoning. In 2020, 

MCHD had 1 child reported with lead levels 10 or above and 3 children with lead level 5 to 9. 

No lead level is considered safe. Four of the children live in zip code 45822 and 1 in zip code 

45860.  

 

3 Ohio babies die each week in an 
unsafe sleep environment!  

 
ODH grant provides a pack n play for WIC eligible clients without a safe sleep environment. 

The grant is obtained by Allen County Public Health and cribs are distributed as needed by 

the MCHD.  In 2020, 17 cribs were given to Mercer County families with the assistance of 

Help Me Grow staff. 
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Child Fatality Review 
 

Child deaths are often regarded as an indicator of the health of a community. While mortality 

data provide us with an overall picture of child deaths (by number and cause), it is from a 

careful study of each and every child’s death that we can learn how best to respond to a 

death and how best to prevent another. 

Recognizing the need to better understand why children die, the Ohio General Assembly 

passed Substitute House Bill Number 448 (HB 448) in July, 2000, mandating Child Fatality 

Review (CFR) Boards in each of Ohio’s counties to review the deaths of children under 

eighteen years of age. 

In 2020, the Mercer County Child Fatality Review Board reviewed the deaths of 6 children.  

Two deaths were deemed to be preventable.  

The Ohio Five Year Average Infant Mortality Rates were reported in 2019 by the Ohio 

Department of Health.  Mercer County was reported with 3.1 – 4.9 Infant Mortality 

Rate per 1,000 Live Births. 

                    

 
 

Current Update on the COVID-19 vaccination progress  

Total COVID-19 vaccine administered as of 3-19-2021: 5658 

doses  

1st dose 
Vaccine 

16-18 years 19-24 years 25-44 years 45-64 years 
65 plus 
years 

Total 
persons 

 1st dose 

Moderna 2 20 189 972    972 2,155 

Pfizer 6   9   53   92 1,233 1,393 

Janssen 0   0     4     6        5      15 

 

2nd dose 
Vaccine 

16-18 years 19-24 years 25-44 years 45-64 years 
65 plus 
years 

Total 
persons 

 2nd dose 

Moderna 1 9 81 152   490      733 

Pfizer 6 8 48   89 1211 1,362 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY - INFECTIOUS DISEASE INVESTIGATION 

AND CONTROL PROGRAM  

COVID-19 RESPONSE  

First COVID-19 Case Reported in Ohio:   March 8, 2020 

First COVID-19 Case Reported in Mercer County: March 24, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercer 

County 

Ohio 

# of COVID-19 Cases with the result date 

12/31/20 and prior 

3,381 735,202 

# of COVID-19 deaths from 12/31/20 and 

prior 

70 14,429 

Month Breakdown of COVID-19 

Confirmed cases (First case 

reported 3/24/20) 

 Number of 

cases 

March 5 cases 

April 19 cases 

May 190 cases 

June 56 cases 

July 239 cases 

August 295 cases 

September 283 cases 

October 544 cases 

November 1,115 cases 

December 634 cases 

Age Breakdown of confirmed 

cases 

Age Range Case Count 

0-10 years 59 

11-20 years 219 

21-30 years 528 

31-40 years 521 

41-50 years 399 

51-60 years 618 

61-70 years 498 

71-80 years 263 

81-90 years 212 

91-100 years 61 

101+ years 3 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY - INFECTIOUS DISEASE INVESTIGATION 

AND CONTROL PROGRAM  
 

2016- 2020 Mercer County Communicable Disease 
Cases     

Disease Type 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Amebiasis 1 0 0 0 0 

Campylobacteriosis  41 36 46 35 32 

Chlamydia infection  84 67 73 99 61 

CP-CRE (March 22, 2018 reportable in Ohio)  -  - 1 2  1 

Cryptosporidiosis  54 17 29 15 15 

Cycolsporiasis 0 0 1 1 1 

E. coli - enterohemorrhagic  7 4 9 29 11 

Giardiasis  2 4 3 6 2 

Gonococcal infection  14 20 11 10 16 

Haemophilus Influenza 0 2 0 1 0 

Hepatitis A 0 1 0 6 2 

Hepatitis B, non-perinatal 1 0 6 10 7 

Hepatitis B, perinatal 1 5 5 5 2 

Hepatitis C  25 18 31 18 20 

HIV   0 2   0 

Influenza A- Novel Virus 0 0 1 0 1 

Influenza-associated hospitalization  20 51 59 50 46 

Legionellosis - Legionnaires' Disease  2 1 4 3 2 

Lyme Disease  2 1 0 2 0 

Measles 0 0 0 2 0 

Meningitis - Bacterial 2 0 0 2 0 

Meningitis - aseptic/viral  9 7 4 7 1 

Mumps - Probable/Suspect 1 32 1 5 0 

Pertussis   13 6 2 4 2 

Salmonellosis  2 2 11 7 5 

Shigellosis 1 8 2 9 3 

Staphylococcal Aureus- Intermediate resistance to 
vancomycin (VISA) 

0 0 1 2 0 

Steptococcal - Group A - Invasive  0 3 1 0 2 

Streptococcus pneumoniae  2 4 6 3 5 

Syphilis   2 1 1 2 

Tuberculosis  0 1 0 0 0 

Varicella  5 5 12 2 4 

Yersiniosis  7 5 8 13 3 
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279 
Total CMH Cases 

Treatment Cases 
Diagnostic Cases 

Service Coordination Cases 
 

 

Total CMH Cases 

Treatment Cases                     174 

Diagnostic Cases                     110 

Service Coordination Cases        6 

 

 BUREAU OF CHILDREN             

WITH MEDICAL 

HANDICAPS  
In 2016, the name changed to Children with 

Medical Handicaps (CMH) 

 

CMH is a program provided by the Ohio Department 

of Health (ODH) that helps ensure quality healthcare 

for children with certain eligible health conditions. In 

some cases, it is secondary to the family’s primary 

insurance and in others, it is the only coverage these 

children have. Each county has a designated Public 

Health Nurse to monitor and facilitate coverage of eligible children that reside in that particular 

county. This is done through phone, email, home visit or whatever preferred method of 

contact is convenient for the family. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“As a mother of 2 children with very involved special needs the BCMH 

program is a safety net from their primary insurance.  We would not 
be able to afford to take care of our kid’s medical needs properly 
without the BCMH program.  It essentially keeps our kids alive.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 “As a mother of 2 children with very involved special needs 
the BCMH program is safety net from their primary insurance.  
We have high premiums from our primary insurance.  I also 
travel over 3,500 miles a year taking my kids to needed doctor 
appointments and we have many expenses other families 
don’t have.  We would not be able to afford to take care of our 

CMH 
  2020 CMH Claims Paid by ODH 

 

 

   
 

CMH Claims Paid by ODH 

 

 

  

A Few CMH Covered Conditions 

Cystic Fibrosis (CF)  Cleft Lip/Palate 

Cerebral Palsy  Ashtma 

Epilepsy   Cancer 

Hearing Loss   Type 1 Diabetes 

 

 

CMH Covered Conditions: 

Cystic Fibrosis (CF) 

Cerebral Palsy 

Epilepsy 

 

When BCMH started a century ago, it helped a couple thousand Ohio children. 
This year, it will provide support to 40,000 families. We celebrated (B)CMH’s 

100th birthday and the program helped children make it another year to 
celebrate their birthdays. Current legislature passionately believes in 

supporting people with special health care needs, our children, and our state. 
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MCHD PUBLIC HEALTH ACCREDITATION UPDATE 
 

MCHD staff completed the required Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) 

site visit on October 29 and 30, 2019.  On March 26, 2020 MCHD was 

advised by PHAB that our health department is required to continue working 

on 27 of the 100 accreditation measures as part of our Accreditation 

Committee Continuing Action Requirement (ACAR) in order to achieve public 

health accreditation. 

 

Although health departments are normally given one year to complete the ACAR, PHAB 

granted an automatic three-month extension due to the extra demands placed on health 

departments everywhere by the then-emerging COVID-19 pandemic.  Some of the areas 

where continued work is needed include: 

• Data collection and analysis 

• Investigation of infectious diseases 

• Communication of health information to the public during public health emergencies 

• Specifically addressing factors that lead to health disparities 

• Monitoring and revising strategies in Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) 

• Assessing and ensuring access to health care services 

• Promoting development of future public health workers 

• Systematically assessing customer satisfaction 

• Tracking and reviewing actions taken by the board of health 

• Communicating with the board of health about performance assessment and 

improvement 

Due to the significant and unprecedented time demands placed on MCHD by the COVID-19 

pandemic, no documents have been prepared for re-submission to PHAB to date.  However, 

much of the work undertaken by MCHD staff over the past year fits into multiple areas listed 

above.  Accreditation document preparation and submission activity is expected to ramp up in 

the coming months, but it is highly likely that another extension of the submission deadline 

will be needed.   

 


