
Head Lice: 
Head lice, also known as Pediculosis, are insects that live on the human scalp. They are yellowish in color 
and are approximately the size of a sesame seed. They can be difficult to see because they are small and 
move quickly; however, they cannot fly, hop, or jump. Usually, you will see the nits, or oval eggs that are 
off-white in color, which are laid by the lice, close to the scalp. The first sign of having head lice may be 
an itchy scalp. Lice are passed through direct contact with another lice-infested person/object, such as 
other infected heads, combs, hats, coats, etc. In order to completely get rid of head lice, you must 
effectively apply a lice-killing hair product, nit-pick the hair, and clean the home and lice-susceptible 
objects. Lice-killing solutions can be purchased from Mercer County Health District or your local grocery 
or drug store. For more information on how to effectively treat head lice, go to the Head lice pamphlet 
(ohio.gov). Per the Ohio Administrative Code, “a person with head lice shall be excluded from school or 
child care center until after the first treatment with an effective pediculicide”. 
 

 

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/0e3a85f8-1bf3-4ff7-9cbf-6f289b89e60e/What+Should+I+Do+If+My+Child+Gets+Head+Lice+Brochure.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/0e3a85f8-1bf3-4ff7-9cbf-6f289b89e60e/What+Should+I+Do+If+My+Child+Gets+Head+Lice+Brochure.pdf?MOD=AJPERES

